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This bird has a very wide range on eastern coasts from
the Andamans and Nicobars all along to Japan in the
north, and Australia in the south, to say nothing of the
Pacific Islands in between. In Arakan and the Anda-
mans it breeds from April to June; its eggs are of the
same colour as those of the other species, but slightly
smaller in size and decidedly fewer in number.

It is rather curious that this smaller and less prolific
bird should have so much wider a range than the other
species ; but no doubt its larger bill and wings are more
than counterbalancing advantages in the struggle for
existence.